Here is a look at the latest happenings for Special Olympics Southern California for May 17, 2017. The 2017
Summer Games is less than a month away and is shaping up to once again be a highlight in SoCal this summer.
Here is a snapshot of what we have going on:
• Summer Games: One-Month Countdown
• Rafer Johnson Breakfast With Champions with Keynote Speaker Steve Alford
• Special Olympics Capital Hill Day
• 28 SoCal Schools Becoming Unified Champions
• Athlete Spotlight: Trevor Hendershot: A Mighty Duck in the Work Force
• Athlete Spotlight: Edward Garcia: Limitations are No Crutch
• Volunteer: Annual Award Winners
Interested in covering the Games or for more information on these stories and more, contact John Shaffer at
(562) 501-1051 or jshaffer@sosc.org

2017 Summer Games: One-Month Countdown

The 48th annual Special Olympics Southern California Summer Games will begin with
Opening Ceremony on the campus of California State University, Long Beach on June 10.
More than 1,100 SOSC athletes will compete at the 2017 Summer Games on June 11-12
in Long Beach. More than 10,000 local dignitaries, corporate sponsors, volunteers, spectators and family members are expected to attend to cheer the athletes on and celebrate
acceptance and inclusion for all. Admission to all events is free. More:
https://wearesosc.org/2017/05/10/2017-summer-games-one-month-countdown/

Steve Alford Named Keynote Speaker for Annual Breakfast

UCLA Men’s Basketball Head Coach Steve Alford has been named the keynote speaker for
Special Olympics Southern California’s (SOSC) annual Rafer Johnson Breakfast with Champions. The breakfast brings leaders of the business and sports communities together to
honor the accomplishments of Special Olympics athletes. The breakfast will be part of the
opening day to the annual Summer Games on June 10 at the Cal State University, Long
Beach Student Union Ballroom from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. More:
https://wearesosc.org/2017/05/02/steve-alford-named-keynote-speaker-for-annual-breakfast/

Hill Day: Goals For Good

Athletes and representatives from Special Olympics Southern California (SOSC) and
Special Olympics Northern California (SONC) will converge on the California State Capitol
Building for a Unified Soccer demonstration, a proclamation and more as part of Special
Olympics California Hill Day on May 22 at 11 a.m. Assemblyman Jim Frazier (D – Oakley)
will host the unique event in an effort to raise awareness and increased funding for Special Olympics programs throughout the state. More:
https://wearesosc.org/2017/05/10/2017-summer-games-one-month-countdown/

28 SoCal Schools Become Unified Champions

The word champion is defined as “a person who fights for a cause” or “to support the
cause of; defend.” A primary initiative for Special Olympics Southern California (SOSC) is
the Schools Program, and 28 Southern California schools have risen to earn the label of
Unified Champion Schools. With sports as the foundation, the Special Olympics Southern California Unified Champion Schools program has three components: Unified Sports,
Inclusive Youth Leadership and Whole School Engagement. More:
https://wearesosc.org/2017/05/11/170511-unified-champ-schools/

A Mighty Duck in the Work Force

For six years, 26-year-old Trevor Hendershot from Irvine has balanced the life of athlete
and greeter at the official team store for both the Los Angeles Angels and Anaheim Ducks.
His employment, especially during the Stanley Cup playoffs, is a special time of year for
Trevor, one his father, Bob, said is a testament to the skills he picked up through Special
Olympics Orange County. “He was told the best job he could get would be folding towels in a hotel laundromat,” Bob recalled. “Special Olympics helped him strive for more.”
More: https://wearesosc.org/2017/04/26/an-angel-in-the-work-force/

Limitations Are No Crutch

Competing in sports gave East San Gabriel Valley athlete Edward Garcia the confidence
in himself and a positive outlook on life. The 32-year-old, diagnosed with hydrocephalus,
also walks with the aid of crutches, and has undergone 28 surgeries since the age of 11
months. Despite his physical limitations and the tough competitors he is up against, any
day spent competing on the track is already a win. And this global messenger does it without aid. More:
https://wearesosc.org/2017/05/05/limitations-are-no-crutch-for-edward-garcia/

Volunteer Week: Honoring Those Behind the Scenes

The last week of April is National Volunteer Week, and Special Olympics Southern California paid tribute to the more than 8,500 volunteers that give their time and efforts for
Special Olympics Athletes. Each year, SOSC honors a distinguished few of those volunteers with annual awards, including the John West Award and the Harahan Awards. SOSC
announced the award winners during Volunteer Week and they will be presented their
awards during the Summer Games. For the award winners, visit:
https://wearesosc.org/2017/04/26/volunteer-week-honoring-those-behind-the-scenes/

